In the light of our own experience and that of the others,8 we have recently stopped using a panel of antibodies on our effusions and are using only AUA1 instead. Caution should be exercised in the interpretation of positive AUA1 staining of benign epithelial cells in peritoneal washings and effusions. These can originate from epithelia of the fallopian tube or from foci of pelvic endometriosis. 9 We have found positively stained epithelial cells originating from ovarian adenofibroma. Particularly useful is the absence of staining in malignant mesothelioma. Although there are only two cases in this series, we are encouraged by the experience described with histological material from this department.'0
In conclusion, AUA1 is the most sensitive of the currently available immunocytochemical markers for detection of epithelial cells in body fluids, and for the distinction between benign and malignant mesothelial cells. Combined with morphological assessment it can improve diagnostic accuracy.
